Brain abscess in adult cirrhotic patients: two case reports.
Patients who have liver cirrhosis are at increased risk of bacterial infections, such as bacteremia, meningitis, pneumonia, urinary tract infections, and spontaneous bacterial peritonitis, due to immunodeficiency associated with the severity of the cirrhosis. Although bacterial infections are frequent in cirrhotic patients, only isolated cases of brain abscess have been reported. In these cirrhotic patients, the initial presentation of brain abscess may not be fever or leukocytosis, but focal neurologic deficits. In addition, for consideration of blood-brain barrier penetration, the anti-biotic choice postoperatively is also quite different from other infections outside the central nervous system. We will discuss two cases of brain abscess in cirrhotic patients with special emphasis on the clinical presentation, magnetic resonance spectroscopic findings, organism encountered, therapeutic strategy, and prognosis.